LONELY DICTATOR                             147

suggestion of Raditch, decided to name the child after
the legendary king of Croatia, Tomislav. Another
gesture to show he was a true Jugoslav and that his
children were as much Croats as Serbs! Raditch was
enchanted. Suppose the heir died, there would be
another Tomislav, King Tomislav the Second. The
name Tomislav is a rallying 'cry of the Croats.

Raditch's praise of the King might seem fulsome or
indiscriminating, but not to Zhivkovitch. He approved
a man who spoke so highly of the sovereign. And in
any case he knew that Alexander liked Raditch. So he
invited the Croat politician to visit him at Topchider.
They met again and talked much of the army. Zhiv-
kovitch recalled an incident when the Russian con-
tingents arrived at Salonika in 1916. The Russian
officers did not like the promiscuous way colonels and
majors and even generals would eat and drink together
with the rank and ffle. A Russian colonel spoke to
him about it. But Zhivkovitch said that Serb officers
could not sit down to eat while the men went hungry.
They must look after their men before they looked after
themselves. Old King Peter did not mind sitting in a
trench and sharing rations with private soldiers. "You
see, the Serbian army is truly democratic."

Raditch was impressed. The Austrian and Hungarian
officers had had a lofty disregard for their men, as if
without rank a man was a mere animal. "I think,"
said Raditch, "the army has a truer instinct for democracy
than any of the political parties striving for power in
Belgrade." When Raditch talked to him of the violence
of some leaders, the venality of others, Zhivkovitch
showed a cheerful non-committal ignorance. The
general had a fresh and invigorating personality, just
the man to teach the politicians that country comes
first. So Raditch began to advise the King to impose a
dictatorship with Zhivkovitch in control Not till after
Raditch was assassinated did that advice mature in the
King's mind.